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To deterrnine the parentape of one’s immigrant ancestor, &t is helpful o
smscertain the city, town or wvillnge of origin of the [amily,. The chorchbooks and
other records of the region then may be checked for references to the imenigran:

and his forebears.

The author, i his a‘f&:tﬁ;ﬁ o pinpoint the home in Genmany of every Palatine
whe arrived in eolonial New York in 1710, has followed a pattern of genealogical
rosearch which has proved successful in loeating family origins. Many hitherto
umplaced immigrants have been discovered in Germany by this method: the Dl
lingers, Rolirbachs, Rickerts, Firdlers, Hagedorns, Kubns and Salbachs, to nams
wst a few, Basically, the auibior’s modus operand? is as follows: ,

1y Susz:iy pertinent church and civil records of all areas in this country where
the immmigront resided for mention a.s§ his village of arigin. The E{nﬁ%@aﬁhm
records’ and the w&*m&wﬁ%gp and raarriage records of the New York City
E"}amh Reformed® and Luteran' churches are the prime sources s:af such
data for the [T03-10 group.
Study surviving Euwsopean passenger lisis and census of immigrants, ﬂe;img
near whom your ancestor appeared on the u%aig@&aﬁwi:mé @rjgmai mest
Find ot all g:m”;%aw information on the criging of his “neighbors” on the
lists, People listed together were often relatives andfor nghhm; back
home.
3} Try to find out the origin of those with the same surname as the Immigrant,
considering all possible spelli ling variations,
4} Find the origing of the imwmigrant’s immediate neighbors In American
clurch and &*tm% records. The Hunter Subsistence &mt&si Livingston
Pam , and the Simmendinger Register’ are most helplul in locating 1709
10 Palalines in this regard—again, in their original, unalphabetized state!
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As a case in pomt, by these steps the author was able to locate the willage
of origin of the Palatine Martin Zerbe, who later settled in Tulpehocken, Penn-
sylvania. There was no mention of Martin Zerbe’s German home in the obvioos





