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summary Paragraph

Millbank 1s an imposing two-story, Greek Revival-style mansion located about five miles east of
Winchester along Route 7, the Berryville Pike, in Frederick County, Virginia, near the
ntersection of the road with the Opequon Creek. Isaac Wood, a pronunent local Quaker muller,
and his son, Daniel T. Wood, built the house about 1850. Millbank 1s constructed of brick laid in
five-course American bond. It has a metal side-gable roof and a rear ell that once featured an
ntegral two-story porch. The overall Greek Revival style of the house 1s reinforced by the
resence of straight lintels with bull’s-eye corner blocks over the windows, 1n addition to the
ippearance of the original front porch with its heavy, plain entablature. A touch of Italianate
styling 1s evident in the elaborate bracketed cornice that adoms most of the main house. The
Wood family’s wealth 1s announced through the use of academic styles and the large I-house
form, but a degree of Quaker modesty and restraint 1s evident with the lack of ostentatious
ecorative detailing. A summer kitchen addition and a contributing smokehouse are
ipproximately contemporaneous with the main house. A noncontributing late-nineteenth-century
'enant house signifies the continued presence of household help after Isaac Wood’s slaves were
freed 1n 1855. Two limestone gateposts fronting the Berryville Pike are noncontributing objects.
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Setting

Millbank sits atop a wooded hill overlooking the eastbound lane of the Berryville Pike in
Frederick County, Virginia, about five miles east of the city of Winchester. This steep hill and
others on either side of the Berryville Pike form the top of a narrow ravine known as the
Berryville Canyon. The house 1s approached by a gravel road that leads to its south fagade. Just
to the east of the house, the Opequon Creek intersects with the Berryville Pike at Spout Spring
Ford, the strategic point through which the Union Army advanced during the Third Battle of
Winchester on September 19, 1864. Redbud Run lies to the north and Abram’s Creek to the
north and west, each flowing toward the Opequon. Located to the southeast 1s a sewage
treatment plant installed by the Winchester-Frederick Service Authority in 1984. Millbank 1s

separated from the plant by a chain-link fence.
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The land on which Millbank sits, originally known as Spout Spring, began as a 1743 land grant
from Lord Fairfax to Pennsylvania immigrant Joseph Carter. The Carters were some of the first
Quakers in Frederick County and helped establish the milling industry along Abrams Creek,
Opequon Creek, and Redbud Run.® Frederick County was a leader in Virginia flour production
during the late eighteenth century, largely due to the water _power that these creeks provided.
There were over 80 mulls operating in the county by 1810." The Carters and other wealthy mull
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owners of the period can be attributed with much of Winchester’s growth as a town during that
time.

Local tradition holds that Joseph Carter built a stone house and a tavern or ordinary i the
vicinity of Millbank ® In the mid- to late-eighteenth century, Carter constructed a distillery and a
flour mill known as Spout Spring Mill on Abram’s Creek, and his descendants later built five
other mills along Redbud Run.’ The Spout Spring Mill was a two-story building with a mill race
on its north side.'® Several generations of the Carter family inherited the Spout Spring property
until the early nineteenth century, when Isaac Wood, another Pennsylvania Quaker immigrant,
acquired the land through a series of purchases. Isaac was originally from Chester County,
Pennsylvama. His father, Joseph Wood, had purchased land along Redbud Run 1n 1804 and buult
a mull there. Isaac later inherited that mull and, through his marriage to Maria Littler in 1817 and
several more purchases, acquired more land along Redbud Run. " Isaac constructed a gristmill on
this new land, and had purchased all of the Spout Spring property from the Carters by 1836. -
Isaac continued to operate the Spout Spring Mill originally constructed by Joseph Carter. With
wheat production reaching its peak in Frederick County in 1850, the Woods had invested wisely
and became one of the wealthiest families in the county. Around that time, the Wood fanuly
constructed a house befitting their newfound prosperity.





