DOCUMENT 4

FIRST SETTLEMENT:.

A the settlement of a new country usually follows the Wil%t’f!" COUTSES,
twill be readily understood that the scene of the earhiest activity 1 Putnam
connty wis At w:iw Forke of Fel. Among the first who had come hither
were James Athev and  John Mo Colman, who entered adjommg tracts
of land m that vienuty,
from Bovrbon county o Fort Harrson near Terre Haute, arriving m 1816,

T?H-y were natives of Kentucky and had emigrated

Twor vears later, after o journey to the Vincennes lind-ofhee, they set omt
o horselack to take possession of therr new be acnuired lands, Eaclv o the

of 18 Athev eleared a portion of s land and put Yoo CTop o

iy

spring
corn. it Leine the first cultivation by o white man ot the soil of Punmen

county Calnmn did net remam ver long aml o time returned o Vigo

v Terele tater Benjamin Croyv caime amd sl Tarer Orwetl Thomas and

Theee men assisted Athev in erecting a dwelling, the hirse

arnetnre built an the new county. Soon afters and a short distance north

e Forks, Webster's ol was balt on the banks

-5

af the new settierment atd
" .

of Walnut, heing the fin
*«‘;ﬁi?":'x§2\'~Hk};?”§5‘“ olitede with s monotenons hune” By the close of the vear

ertled] along the lower edoe of the county.

1
st plece of machinery tn “wake the echoes of the

for famiies Emd

N L v . .
- v v T T TR e e N e T bamoas Yaaawasar s ba oo





