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Andrews Name and DNA Study

ATHELSTON ANDREWS
STUDY OF COMMON GIVEN NAMES WITHIN THE ANDREWS FAMILY GROUP

Over the years there has been significant uncertainty about several branches of the
Andrews family. Updated research indicates several different Andrews

- families on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and those out of Surry
Co., VA that don't appear to have a common ancestor within the
United States. Because of early, unsupported research, most
family lines have connected themselves to William and Mary or
Martha Blount.

A group of Andrews family members have come together to try
and sort out these Andrews families. They have tackled the
problem through historical research, DNA analysis and have added
study of common family names.

The Andrews family this study focuses on are

Athelston Andrews (1761-1839)
Warren Andrews (1699-1772)

William Andrews (bef 1719 -1771), father of Green, Gray (1744-
1811), Abraham (1745-1805), Averilla and William (1720-1824)

William Andrews (abt 1750-1824) presumed to be the son of
William (bef 1719-1771) and father of the Texas Andrews brothers
Green, Reddin, Micah and Richard.

There has been conjecture that Athelston Andrews (1761-1839) is
the youngest son of William Andrews (bef 1719 -1771) but many
researchers consider this to be unlikely as Athelston was not
mentioned in William’s will.

William Andrews (D.) has long been presumed to be the son of
William ( bef 1719 -1771), however, others have questioned this
since the first child of William (D) that has been identified with
certainty is John, born 1783, and the last child being Warren, born
1816, making these children born when William was 33 to 56.
Additionally, family lore tells of William (D.) having 12 to 15
children and many wives, so perhaps it is William'’s first children
that we have not identified.

As an aid to solving some of these mysteries, the group of
researchers decided to look at given names to first support the
idea that these families were all related and if not brothers
probably cousins. The first name we reviewed was Athelston.
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It appears after some research, that within the United States, the
given name Athelston is used almost exclusively (if not
exclusively) within the Andrews family. The accompanying chart
shows the Athelstons (and variation Thelston) that occur within
the various family branches. Athelston Andrews (1761-1839)
appears to be the source of the name. The next use is about 20
years later (4 occurances within the same time frame), seemingly
with family members named after the original Athelston. And, it
should be noted that Athelstons appear in each branch of the
family identified above (A-D), occurring within the Warren
Andrews branch, the William father of the Texas Andrews branch,
the sons of William ( - 1771), specifically Gray and Green, and of
course, the original Athelston. This certainly supports the thesis
that these are all members of the same family.

An additional effort is underway to establish family relationships
through DNA testing. Currently, we know that descendants of
Warren Andrews (1699-1772) and descendants of William Andrews
(father of the Texas Andrews) share common YDNA. Further test
of known descendants of William Andrews ( - 1771) is currently
underway and results should be known soon. No descendants of |
. Athelston (1761-1839) have agreed to testing as of this date. DNA
results are discussed further in a separate document. '

 May 31, 2010

YDNA testing was completed on a descendant of Athelston
Andrews. It was identical to a descendant of William Andrews
(father of Texas Andrews) and a match for descendants pf Warren
Andrews (1699-1772)

| Addendum:

Unidentified Athelstons

Athelston Anderson - Nash Co., NC d. 1826
Son of Churchill/Churchwell Anderson.

(likely connected to the Andrews family through the Jones family)

Athelston Brinkley — 1836 Warren Co., GA

s Parents were Willliam H. & Harriet Beall Brinkley (he 1804
NC)

Grandfather Abraham Brinkley - Edgecombe, NC
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Couldn't tie this together but there is also a seemingly unrelated
Reddin/Redding Stark Brinkley b. 1809 NC

Athelston Gupton - 1800 NC in IL after 1830

Grandparents probably Stephen (1742) and Nancy Portis Gupton.
~ Not sure who parents are. Uncle is probably Jacob Gupton -

brother-in- law of Allen Andrews, son of Abraham. Portis marriage

implies Ransom - Portis family connection also.

- Athelston Johnson - 1836 Pike Co., MO
Parents were Reuben and Rosianna Johnson both b. KY
Grandmother was Lydia __ Johnson b. 1775 VA
Andrews connection not found.

. Athelston Justice - Feb 1829 AL, 1840 - 1850 in Barbour Co., AL;
1860-1880 in Douglas Co., KS; 1900 Leavenworth Co., KS
Parents Blake and Rebecca Justice born in GA.

Andrews connection not found.

Athelston Owens - two (1) b. 1795 VA (2) b. 1840 KY

1) Mason Co., KY son of Samuel and Elizabeth Conquest Wyatt Owens
b. VA ?

2) Lewis Co., KY son of Lewis D. and Nancy Morris Owens

Grandparents Aaron Lewis and Dorothy Hathaway Owens both b.
VA

There may be a connection between these two but it was not
found, nor was the connection to Andrews.

[ christine smith added this on 6 Sep 2010
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