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Sir Thomas Drew of Broadhembury

Sir Thomas Drewe, of the Grange, in Broadhambury, in the county of
Devon, who received the honour of knighthood at the coronation of King
Charles | and was sheriff of his county. Sir Thomas sold Killerton to Sir
Arthur Acland, bart. and erected the family seat on the site of an ancient
Grange of Donkeswell Abbey.

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Edward Moore, of Odiliam, in tlie

county of Southampton, and by her had five daughters, Elizabeth, Mary,
Bridget, Jane and Anne, two sons, \

%Willigm! his successor.
Francis, heir to his brother.

Sir Thomas died in 1651, was buried at Broadhembury, and succeeded by

his elder son, william Drewe, esq. of the Grange, b. in 1603. This gentleman married no less than
five times. His first wife was Katherine, daughter of John Symes, esq. of Pouusford. in the county of
Somerset, and by that lady he had an only child, Elizabeth, who To. Roger Coleman, esq. of Tiverton. His
second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Francis Fulford, of Fulford. She d. in 1635, leaving a daughter,
Ursula, who m. — Alford, esq. of Eastcott. His third wife was a daughter of Mohun, of Lanherne, in
Cornwall. The fourth, a daughter of — Pollard, of Mimpton Regis, Devon, and the fifth, Florence, daughter
of William Walrond, esq. of lllbrewers, in Somersetshire, by those ladies he had no issue. He d. in 1654
(will dated 2nd November iu that year), and was s. by his brother, Fiuncis Drewe, esq. of the Grange, b. in

1604, m. Mary, second daughter of Richard Walrond, esq. of lilbrewers, and bv her, who d. 14th
September, 1699, had issue ....

The Grange was evidently built by Sir Thomas (on quitting the mansion at
Killerton, which his father, the sergeant, had erected) upon the site of an
ancient dwelling of the Abbots of the adjacent abbey of Donkeswell, to
winch monastery extensive lands in Broadhembury belonged, and a large
portion of which had been purchased by sergeant Drewe from Henry, Earl
of Southampton, grandson of Thomas Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton,
grantee at the dissolution. Some portions of the ancient house of the
Abbot appear to remain.

The dwelling built by Sir Thomas was a handsome mansion, in the form as
it seems of an | in compliment to .1 \ wi s 1. it has,however, undergone
considerable alterations. One remarkable chamber, wainscoted with
carved oak of very rich and elaborate design, and skilful workmanship, is
still in perfect preservation ; and presents a specimen, perhaps,
unequalled, of the richly decorated withdrawing room of the time of James
|. The royal arms and initials of James decorate the chimney piece; and
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